PlanningWeek urban renewal
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n October last year the fifth
Garden Festival at Ebbw Vale
closed its gates and thereby
terminated the festival move-
ment in the UK.
Conceived initially as a re-
sponse to the Liverpool riots in
1981, they continued to be mo-
tivated by political rather than plan-
ning, objectives. When they failed to
produce adequate revenue and sustain
development they were shelved as a
failed experiment. This situation con-
trasts sadly with the German experi-
ence, where the value of the Interna-
tional Horticultural Exhibitions (IGAs)
and Bundesgartenschaus (BGSs) is not
open to doubt.

The latest example was the IGA
held in Stuttgart this year, which com-
pletes a sequence of five festivals,
each contributing to the city’s open
space provision.

Stuttgart’s long-term aim, now rea-
lised, was to complete the ‘Green U’,
an 8km-long swathe of parks extend-
ing from the centre of the city to the
outskirts This piecemeal creation has
taken over 60 years and is a textbook
example of the value of long-term
landscape planning.

As we in the UK continue to re-
examine how to approach the regen-
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They may no longer he the political flavour of
the month in Britain, but if Shuttgart’s
experience is anything to go by garden
festivals can attract private sector money for
urban renewal projects, says Peter Sheard
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eration of our inner cities, the exam-
ple of Stuttgart and its history of festi-
vals is worthy of study.

The concept of the ‘Green U’ was
first promoted in the 1920s with the
setting aside of the Rosensteinpark as
the volkspark at the centre of the
potential open space network.

In 1939 and 1950 two horticultural
shows connected the Hohenpark with
adjacent spaces, while two BGSs in
1961 and 1977 reconstructed the low-
er to upper Schlossgartens. These fes-
tivals characteristically involved ex-
tensive infrastructure improvements,
such as road diversions and public
transport provision.

The final link involving the redesign
of the Wartberg and Leibfriedscher
Garten constituted the main reason for
the IGA in 1993, providing 30 hectares
of new park effectively connected to
the existing parks by strikingly de-
signed bridges. As a result, a cyclist or
disabled person can travel totally un-
hampered by traffic through a histori-
cal record of parks.

The planning of the IGA was meti-
culous. Stuttgart planned for the IGA
to complete its ‘Green U’ as early as
1977 and by 1979 the City submitted
its successful application to the Zen-
tralverband Gartenbau Bonn (ZGV).

INVESTMENT HAS BEEN
FORTHCOMING FROM
BEYOND THE GARDEN
FESTIVALS AND HAS
INCLUDED THE NEW
TRAM STATION AT
PRAGSATTEL WHICH
INVOLVED MOVING
THREE FEDERAL
HIGHWAYS AND
TUNNELLING NEW LINES
UNDER THE PARK

The ZGV organisation is responsible
for horticultural standards in Germany
and an important part of its function is
to award the festivals to applicant
cities. Its expertise is continually evol-
ving and is made available to the cho-
sen city when it is planning its festival.

An equivalent body in the UK would
have made a lot of difference to the
planning of our festivals. By 1984 the
Stuttgart parliament had agreed a bud-
get of DM110m for the permanent
park and DM130m for the festival
events with additional funding for the
infrastructure works.

Two years later a competition was
launched to design the IGA with the
overall objective of “a responsible ap-
proach to Nature in the City”. The
winning design (by LuzEgenhofer-
Lohrer-Schlaich), was considered to
solve the problems of scale and layout
by providing a cohesive park system.
Construction works were underway
by 1988 with the aim of an April 1993
opening.

The design of the Stuttgart IGA re-
flected its ambitious budget and con-
tained some effective landscape de-
sign, such as the integration of land-
scape and a well-executed bridge de-
sign, while one of the most valuable
IGA investments was the restoration
of the Hohenpark, involving the re-
building of many of the huge sand-
stone walls and terraces at consider-
able expense.

The actual IGA site covered over
100 hectares but the investment ex-
tended beyond the festival bound-
aries. The most impressive example
was the new tram station at the Prag-
sattel which involved moving three
federal highways and tunnelling new
lines under the park.

The stop itself was a collection of
light steel and glass structures empha-
sised by sandstone detailing and sur-
rounded by greenery. The value of
such similar investments on the Jubi-
lee Line out to the east of London
would be enormous, but it seems high-
ly improbable that a Garden Festival is
going to be likely cause as in the case
of Stuttgart.

In addition, most of the roads ap-
proaching the IGA were upgraded
with extensive tree-planting, while
further afield the IGA caused the up-
grading of Stuttgart’s airport and the
construction of a new conference
centre.

Inevitably, the IGA did have its pro-
blems and failures. In design terms,
although the Wartberg was the focus
of the IGA, it was the least successful
of the parks, and in this area the IGA
ran into problems with the garden
clearance and tree felling required. It
caused the Green Party to contrast the
-IGA concept with actuality and a pub-
lic boycott ensued. Financially, Stutt-
gart was lavish, as a consequence of
planning the festival in the booming
1980s, but the current economic cli-
mate means the city now faces some
unpalatable cut-backs.

Nevertheless, the IGA was a consid-
erable success, fulfilling its primary
objective of providing greenspace on
a sustainable basis. The festival, along
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